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AN INVESTIGATION OF RALLY SOHOLARSHIPS

at

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

Introduotion

AS early as 1860, we find this statement by

President William. T. Sherman in his rules and regulations

governing students at Louisiana State University: "Oadets

other than those appointed by the Governor of the state

will pay their own expenses, and in addition will pay the

sum of sixty dollars as tuition fee." This statement shows

that the matter of soholarships at Louisiana State University

dates baok to its very origin. Evidently, however, soholar­

ships awarded by the state for the first sixteen years of its

eXistenoe were awarded to deserving young men only (oadets)

by the Governor 01' the state.

POLICE JURY SOHOLARSHIPS

In 1875, the general assembly by Aot #100 empowered

the policy juries of the several parishes to send one oadet

from eaoh parish, and the Oity Oounoil of New Orleans to

send one oadet from eaoh representative ward of the oity, to

be maintained Wholly or in part, at the expense of the parishes

or 01' the Oity of New Orleans, "provided the annual expense
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does not exoeed the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars".

This law is still in effeot; and suoh sDholarships are made

available by some of our parishes and the wards of the Oity

of New Orleans.

AGRIOULTURAL SOHOLARSHIPS

The Leon smith Aot of 1918 provided soholarships for

students who would study agrioulture.This Aot was praotioally

repealed or replaced by the Shattuck Bill #74, Aot #50 of

1922. The Shattuck Aot, like the Leon smith Aot, provides for

agricultural benefioiaries, and empowers. the polioy juries of

the several parishes to defray the living expenses of young

men and womenin the Sohool of Agrioulture at Louisiana State

University.

HIGH SOHOOL SOHOLAIlSHIPS

About twenty years ago the University began the prac­

tice of offering a soholarship to the student of each high

sohoo1 graduating olass who has the highest scholastic

average for the senior year or for the four years of high

school, as the faoulty shall determine. The soholarship is

valid for four years after date of graduation and carries

certain university fees.

RALLY SOHOLAIlSHIPS

In 1909 the first Louisiana H18h Sobool~~ally was
.

held at the University; and, with its adven~; the University
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began the praotiee of offering a soholarship to eaoh student

winning first place in oertain literary and extra~ourricular

oontests. These soholarships have the same value and regula­

tions as do the high sohool honor scholarships.

In a general way the praotices of the Louisiana state

University in the matter of soholarship awards represent

oommon practice in most state institutions. Twenty-one

states now provide soholarship aid to eduoational institutions

by legislative enaotment.

The five plans mentioned above and now in vogue at

Louisiana state University may be found in praotioe at a

number of other state institutions. with the exoeption of

rally soholarships. There is nothing to show that any other

state institution provides tor rally scholarships or similar

awards.'" This tact would seem to justify an investigation

into the merits of a basis for soholarship awards that is

entirely unique here in that no other state institution has

seen fit to adopt the plan.

Such an investigation should provide data of suoh

character as to answer the following pertinent questions:­

1. Of the winners of high sohool rally soholarships.

hoW many entered the University?

2. What.has been the rural-urban distribution of

winners of rally soholarship awards?

"'Bulletin No •. 15. 1931. United States Department
of the Interior



3. What is the oharaoter of work done by rally

soholarship students who have entered Louisiana State

University?

4. What relation is there between basis of award

and oourse pursued in oollege?

- ~ --_..-.~- -~-
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OHAPTER I.

BRIEF HIS'roRY OF LOUISIANA HIGHSOHOOLRALLY

1909-1933

J. W.· Taylor. principal of the Baton Rouge High

Sohool just prior to 1909. is given full credit for

originating the idea of the Lonisiana high sohool rally.

At the time of the first rally, which he helped to organize

and conduot at the Louisiana state University in May. 1909.

Mr. Taylor was not conneoted with educational work in the

state) he was oonneoted with a large wholesale grooery

house in Baton Rouge.

While Mr. Taylor conceived the idea and lent his

every effort toward organizing the fi rst Louis ianahigh

sohool rally, the major portion of the work fell upon the

shoulders of Professor C. H. stumberg, then and now professor

of German at Louisiana state University•. Professor Stumberg

was the first executive seoretary.

The first rally proved highlY sucoessful. Forty-two

sohools participated. bringing to Baton Rouge some three

hundrea students and teaohers.

The rally bulletin of 1910 lauds the success of the

first rally held in the state, and announces Mr. A. E. Philips

ot DeRidder as the first General Chairman. Colonel Thomas

D. Bl;lyd, president of Louisiana st.ate University. and Mr.

Philips appointed the follo~ing committees; representing the
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high sohool prinoipals end the university faoulty, to serve

as the first offioial family of the Louisiana High Sohool

Rally:

A. E. Philips, General Ohairman

HiM Sohool Members University Members

Committee on ~ules and Regulations

A. G. Reed
W-. O. Soroggs
R. L. Henry
A. F. Odell

Ohas. H. Stumberg
A. M. Herget
V. L. Roy
D. T. Powers

R. L. Himes
T. W. Atkinson
J. F. Broussard
J-. W. Mayhew

C. A. rves
W. N. Bingham
S. M. Brame
J. L. Rusca

Committee on Literary Events

H. R. MoCullough
W. B. Presco tt
Charles Gott
(h M. HUghes

Committee on Athletic Events

E. B. Donnell
B. N. Lowry
J. M. Barham
H. O. Bond

This movement has eaoh year reoeived the whole­

hearted support of everyone oonneoted with the sohools and

has oontinued to grow until hundreds of students and teachers

journey to Baton Rouge annually to partioipate for three days

in aoadem1o~ extra-ourrioular, and athletio contests.

There have been only four executive secretaries during

these twenty odd years. Professor C.H. Stumberg,the first

one, was suooeeded by the late Dr. A. G. Reed; professor of

English literature at the University for many years.

Professor Co. A. Ives, dean of Teaohers t College at Louisiana



State University for the past decade, sucoeeded Dr. Reed

and served until 1932. when Mr. P. H. Griffith, direotor o~

general extension at the University; beoame exeoutive

seoretary,· whioh position he now holds.

It is interesting to note that the number of entries

for 1932 were one thousand and eleven. and that ninety-three

sohools were represented. Of.the ninety-three sohools

represented in the 1932 rally, seventy-three sent oontestants

for all three divisions, aoademio, extra-ourrioular, and

athletio. Altogether, forty-four sohools partioipated in the

athletio oontests as oompared to seventy-three in aoademic

and extra-ourrioular.

During the period 1912-1932, the Louisiana state

Universi ty has made a total of five hundred and eighty-one

rally soholarship awards. This inoludes duplioates, inasmuoh

as a number of oontestants won two or more soholarships.

There were one hundred such duplicate awards whioh, When

deduoted from the total mentioned. reduoes the number of

individual Winners of soholarship awards to four hundred and

eighty..one. Of this total number of four hundred and eighty­

one Winners of soholarship awards during this period, the

records' show tha t the seventy-seven boys and forty-two girls,

a total of one hundred and nineteen, aotually enrolled at the

University.

The present study deals with the oollege reoords ot

the one hundred and nineteen students who entered the

UnU'ersi ty.
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OHAPTER II.

A GENERAL SURVEY AND .ANALYSIS

OF RALLY SQHOLARSHIP AWARDS. 1912-1932

The first three years of the rally. 1909-1911. the

number of soholarships awarded were quite insignifioant and

applied only to winners of aoademio and extra"ourricular

aotivities; but. beginning in 1916. soholarship awards were

also made to winners in athletios.

BASIS OF AWARD .

For the purpose of this study winners of rally

scholarships will be grouped under three divisions. namely:

academio. extra~currioular. athletics.

Perhaps a word of explana t10n conoerning the above

grouping for basis of awards should be given. Aoademic

applies to those contests in regular·high school sUbjeots.

suoh as algebra or EngJ.ish. Extra"ourr.lcular inoludes such

contests as singing. declamation. or debating. which usually

are a part of the training given by each high sohool but are

differentiated from the academic because suoh training is

not required as part of the high sohool ourriculum. The

third group should rightly be olassed as extra-ourricular

also; but; because of the great stress or emphasis which

Louisiana sohools place upon athletics. it is thought best

to refer to this group as the Athletio group.
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The ~al1y bUlletin annually oarries in substance this

announcement: "In addition to other prizes and honors, the

President of the University has announCed that University

scholarships whioh entitle the recipient to exemption from

oertain fees for four years from the date of graduation at

the high sohool will be given by the Louisiana state Uni­

versity to' those who Win gold- medals (first place) in

individual events."

Table I shows a summary of the distribution of rally

soholarShip awards. This table shows that nine sohools of

the ninety.seven represented. or nine and seven-tenths per­

oent of the total, furnished three hundred of the four

hundred and eighty-one winnars of rally soholarships awarded,

or sixty.three peroent of the total. The table also shows

two of these sohools. Baton Rouge and Warren Easton. of New

Orleans. won approximately forty percent of the total number

01' awards, ~he other sixty percent being distributed among

the remaining ninety-five sohools.

Since the nine sohools Winning sixty-three peroent

of the awards are urban, it is not surprising to find two

hundred and eighty-nine urban students Winning awards as

oompared to one hundred and ninety rural students.

This fact should be kept clearly .in mind in further

stUdy of rally soholarship awards. It is attributable largely

to the effect of the looal high sohool and a nearby oity

sohool Of great size, in their relationship to all other
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Sohools awarded less than ten soholarships

====:=======================:=========================:::;==:

98
92
26
22
18
13
11
10
10

300

No. of Awards

Soh.o,Ols

Lake Oharles
Marksville
Oarencro
DeQ.u1noy
Welsh

,Dutohtown
Pitkin
Bogalusa
Mt. Herman
Providenoe Academy

(Alexandria)
Brusly
Donal dsonville
Edgard
Port Allen
Amite
Athens
scott
Baywood
Pollock
Bossier
llspe Villa
Dodson

Total

Sohools awarded over ten soholarships

Sohools

Baton Rouge
Warren Easton
Alexandria
Monroe
Shreveport
Houma
Hammond
Jesuit (New Orleans)
DeRidder

TABLE I.

A Summary of Rally Scholarship Distribution

with Referenoe to Schools Participating

-~.._._--------~-~-------_._--------------------------------~
aOAopl8

Eunioe
Leesville
Istrouma (Baton Rouge)
Covington
Baker
Mansfield
Lafayette
Abbeville
Bastrop
Natchitoohes
Franklinton
Grand Oane
Reserve.
Homer
Aloee Fortier (New Orleans)
CroWley
New Iberia
Ruston
Oakdale
st~ Joseph's Aoademy

(Baton IIouge)
Joseph Kahn (New Orleans)
Lecompte

---~..~-~~----~--.----------- .._----------------_._--------"-----_.--------------~----~----~---~._.~-~--.----~--------_.~.
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sohools in the state. Their proximity to the seat of the rally

and their greater number of students must of neoessity have a

signifioant bearing upon their suooess in winning rally awards.

In 1912 eleven sohools had one or more students to

reoeive soholarship awards. In 1~2 forty-four sohools had

one or more students to receive these awards. Table XI of

the appendix shows the distribution of rally soholarship

awards by years from 1912 to 1932) inolusive.
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CHAPTER lIZ.

SIGNIFICANT ASPECTS OF RALLY SOHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

A olose analysis of the figures in Table II disoloses

many interesting sidelights upon several phases of rally

soholarship students at Louisiana State University.

Of the four hundred and eighty-one winners of rally

soholarships, only one hundred and nineteen, or twehty-four

and eight-tenths percent, one out of every four, entered the

University. It is not significant that more awards were

made to boys t~an to girls, because girls are not permitted

to enter athletic contests. Of the relative number of boys

and girls winning awards, we find that about twenty-five.

peroent of the former, and twenty-three peroent of the latter,

aotually entered the University. This is about the same

ratio as for those attending Louisiana State University from

the rally group as a whole.

The fact that there are more oontestants entering the

aoademic contests of the rally would very haturally result

in a larger number entering the University from that division

than from any other. In fact, the sixty_six boys and girls

from the academic division constitute about fifty-five and

five-tenths percent of the entire group entering Louisiana

State University. It is significant that both in academio

and extra-ourricular (non-athletio) events, in which the

boys and girls oompete on an equal footing, that eaoh sex

contributes its quota of about fifty peroent of those enter­

ing the University.



-------._----------------------------------------------------

-------_._~------------------------------------------- -------

9

9

18

••
••

••
•·

In the aoademio

35

35

..

35

33

66

The athletio group, made up

••

••
·.· -

42

77

119••

•·
·•

305

176

481

••
Boys :

··Girls:

•·Total:

-----t--------~----+---------t---------+---------~------~----

Distribution of Rally Soholarship students

Entering Louisiana state University

-----~------------.--------------------------"-----------"-.-----------------------------------------~----~"-------._---.-· .. .· .. .
: Total Total :Aoademic Athletio: Extra-
:Scholarships Entered: Entered Entered:Currioular
: Awarded : L.S.U.·: L.S.U. L.S.U.: Entered
:·1912-1932 : L.S.U.

TABLE II.

13

·•

The moststr1k1ng fact about Table II, however, 1s

the small peroentage of students availing themselves of these

awards and entering Louisiana state Univers1tyas oompared to

the total number ot soholarships awarded. We shall refer to this

aga1n in a later ohapter.

Doubtless some consideration of the ages of these young

people entering the Un1versityshould be given. Table III shows

tha t the median age for boys as a whole is nineteen years; that

at girls, two years less or seventeen years.

and extra-curricular (non~athletio) this differenoe is somewhat

lessened, the median age in these groups being eighteen and. '

entirely of boy:sJ shows a median age of nineteen. The tact

seventeen years respeotively.



TABLE III

. AGE AND URBAN-RURAL DISTRIBUTION OF RALLY SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

. ENTERING LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

.--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------­
r------~--------~-------------------T-----------------T-------------------T-----------~~---T--------------

: : : : :
:
··:

, Total
Scno1arships

Awarded

:
:
:

Total
Entered

1...S.U.

..
:
:

Academic
Entered
L.S.U.

:Athletic
: Entered

.: L.S.U.

: Extra­
: Curricular
: Entered L.S.U.

:-------------------T-----------------: ------------------:-------------------~---------_-
: . B : G : Total : B : G : Total: B : G : Total: B' : G : Total: B : G : Total
:-----------------------------------------------------------------~------------------------

: 19 : 17 : : 18 : : 19 : : 18 : 17 :
:::

:
..:::

17 :
··::::

:
::

··
:

Median Age :
:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

:121 : : 32 : 13 : 18 :Rural
·'. : ··71 : 192

: : :.. 45
:
: 6

:
:

:
9 : 15

: : :
: 18

:. :
8 :

:
4 : 12

:--------------------------------------------------~-----------------------,~---------------

:174 : 115 : : 45 : 29 : 74 : 27 :
:

6
..

5 :
::

:

:
: 17 : 1:

..:
: 17 :51

:

:
184 :

:

··:

::

:

··
··

:
289

:

····
, .·

··
·•

Urban

-----------~---~---------------------------~--------------------------------------------------------~--
----------------~-------~----~-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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that athletic winners are older aooounts for the higher median

age ,for the boys as a whole.

It is diffioult to explain the implioations involved

in this age distribution without knowledge 01' the pre-oollege

reoords of these students. Perhaps we may have oOQasion to

refer to these faots in some manner When oonsidering the

oollege reoords of this group.

Some further study in the future will likely reveal

some rather interesting data in this oonneotion. It should

prove interesting to know the answers to the following

questions: (1) Why do boys take longer to graduate from

high school? (2) What part does athletios play in delaying

graduation of boys? (3) Is it a faot that girls get by more

easily in the matter of grades, both in high sohool and

oollege? (4) Are girls more serious-minded than boys; or

are they more capable than boys?

It has not been possible to go into these matters at

this time beoause of the early olosing of the high sohools

in LOUisiana in the spring of 1933. However, the subjeot is

of suoh importanoe that it is deemed proper to raise some

questions at this point.

'Table III also shows distribution of rally winners

between urban and rural high sohools.

It was shown in the preoeding Ohapter that sixty­

three peroent of all rally soholarships awarded were olaimed

by nine urban sohools.These figures seem to aooount tor
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. ,

students, would tend to influenoe the rural-urban distribu~

tion of high sohoolstUdents entering Louisiana state Uni­

versi ty to a very grea t extent.

It is to be noted that fewer rural girls avail

seventy-two rural girls winning rally awards, only thirteen

(eighteen and three-tenths peroent) entered the University.

'Of one-hundred and twenty~one boys winning scholarships,

thirty-two(twenty-six percent) entered the University.

The urban group makes a different showing for eaoh

sex. Of the one hundred and seventy-fOur urban winners who

were boys, forty-five (twenty-six peroent) entered the

Of the

~h1s is approx1mate1y the same peroentage

the rural~urban distribution of awards. It is certainly most

interesting to find that, respecting the relative total number

of awards to boys and girls; in each case the ratio is forty

parcent rural to sixty percent urban. We Observe, however,

that only thirty-eight percent of the stUdents entered the

University are rural as compared to sixty-two percent for

the urban students. This difference is largel~ caused by

the large number of winners of rally awards entering from

the local high sOhool. This must be considered if the proper

perspective is to be maintained. It is certainly to be ex­

peoted that these young people will attend Louisiana State

Universi ty in far greater numbers than those of any other

school. This fact, coupled with the faot that a very large

percentage of the total awards are won by local high school

themselves of rally scholarships than rural boys.

Universi ty.
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as found for rural boys. Of one hundred and fifteen urban

girls, twenty-nine entered the University with rally awards,

to many young people the rally award has been of real financial

assistanoe•
•

rt is probable the. t

The same percentageor twenty-five percent of the group.

of rally winners entered the University from all groups,

except rural girls.

The urban students oomprise seventy-seven percent

of the academio group, but only thirty-thre~and one-third

percent of the extra-currioular (non-athletio) group. It

should be noted that the rural-urban groups contribute

equally to the group of winners of athletic awards entering

the University.

It was not thought important to show parent ocoupa­

tion distribution except for boys and girls entering the

University as a group. The thing that stands out in this is

that praotioally all of these students probably oome from

homes of only moderate oircumstanoes.

The largest group of parental ~cupations, olassified

as managerial, includes suoh oooupations as mrohants, hotel

keepers. realtors. The second largest group, olassified as

agrioultural, includes suoh oocupations as farmers and dairy­

men. The total number of boys from these two groups alone

is fifty-one or about two-thirds of the entire group. The

professional group. made up largely of teaohers, and the

laborer group only lend emphasis to the statement just made

as to the probable significance of scholarship help to

stu4ents from these homes.



TABLE IV.

16

11

15

Total

••

••
••
:

••

••

:

••

I

7

7

Girls

••
••

••
:

I
I

••

:
I

7

4.

20

Boys
••

••

:

••

••

I

••

••

:

Oooupation

• • •• • •----..-------------------.-----------------------------------

OOLLEGE REOORDS OF RALLY SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

•

Agrioultural

: : ;-
Managerial I 31 I 15 :: 45

• • •
~-------~-------~------------~-------------~---.--~"--"------

Distribution of Parent Oooupation of Rally Soholarship

Students entering Louisiana State University

-~~~~~~~-------~----------------~---~----~---~-----~-~-"~--~---------------------------------._------------------------~--

· ..• •• • •· ,. .-----.----.-._---------------------------------------------.-
Professional

Laborer

No Reoord I 15 4: 19
: : : (119)

-----------------------------------------------~-------------

• • •• • •
-~-.---._-~-----~--~-----------------------------------------

By a thorough examination and tabulation of the

oollege reoords of these rally students t~ significant

phases of this investigation have been developed. namely:

the persistenoe of rally soholaranip students in college

~able V presents data respeoting persistenoe in

college of rally scholarship student.s.
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TABLE V.

Persistenoe in College ot Rally Soholarship Students

~

~-----------.----~--------~-----~---~-------~--.-----~----".­-------------------_._-------------~------._*----~---------.-: : : : :
: Degree : Degree : '; Four : Three: Total
: in : in : Years : Years:

Four : Over : and No :
: Years or : Four : Degree : :
: Less : Years. ~: : :

----~------~--------"------------------~----~---------~------
Boys

••
: 17

:
2

••
: 1

••
13

••
••

----------~---------.------------------------~--------._-----:
Girls : 18

••
•• .. ..•

: - : :
1 :

----_.------.----------"~--------------------------._-.---~~-

w ~ ~ -- _

: : : 1 :

.~ Xwo
: years
I

••
:
:

One
Year

: Less
: Than
: One

:
•..
:

No 1.
Record:

•·

Boys
••

16
I

: 10
:
•• 9

••
:

I

9 77
----~------------.--~---------------_._--------------. -------

: t : : :

Girls: 6 : 10 : 5 : 2: 42
______ • __M • __-~ ~ ~ ~

---.._------------------------------------------.---~- ------"

Of the forty~two girls to enter the University,

eighteen of them, or forty~two peroent, graduated in four

years or less; fifteen, or thirty-six peroent, dropped out

by the end ot the first year. Only six stayed two years

and one three years. It is quite apparent from these figures

that onoe the girls aotually got into oollege and beoame

interested enough in their work to return the second year.

they usually graduated. In taot, seventy-two percent ot

those returning after the first year oontinued until gradua­

tion. None ot these girls reqUired longer than four years

to ~aduate.
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TIle boys have a far less favorable record. Only

seventeen, or twenty-two peroent of the seventy~sevenwho

entered, graduated in four years or less. ~ took longer

than the customary four years.

In oontrast to the thirty-six percent for the girls

who dropped out by the end of the first year, only twenty­

four and six-tenths peroent of the boys dropped out of

college so soon. About twenty percent of the entire group

remained two years, and seventeen percent remained for three

years. One boy remained over four years but did not receive

a degree.

We can only speculate as to the oauses of the great

contrast shown here in the matter of tenure in college of

boys as oomparedto girls. Many from the group of boys

return year after year to partioipate in University ath1etios,

barely passing enough work to avoid dismissal, and oonsequent1y

never graduating. TIle fact, too, that so many girls graduate

may partly be acoounted 1'0 r on the basi s of award. While

more than half of the awards won by boys were in athletic

contests, all girls' scholarships were for academio exoel1enoe.

Table VI shows comparative cQ11ege grades for men and

women holders of rally soho1arships. In preparing the oollege

grades of these stUdents, .a11 grades were averaged. Numerioal

grades were averaged and interpreted in aocordance with the

formula now used by t~e Unlversi ty:
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GBitDE PEROENTAGE

A EXQellent 93 --- 100
B Good 85 ...~- 92
0 Fair 77 --"' 84
D Poor 66 --- 75
E Oondition 50 --- 66

of Failure Below 50
I Inoomplete None
W Withdrew None.

Since the letter grad~s have been used for only a

few years, most of the reoords oonsisted of numerioal grades.

This made possible the interpreting of very exoellent reoords

as A- and for the recognition of other levels of achievement-
to be designated as A-, B+, B-, eto.- - ~

TAJ3LE VI.

Oollege Grades of Rally Soholarship StUdents at

Louisiana state University

~::====:==========:=:==:=====================:===:=:c=:::====

GIRLS
~--~------~---~.~-~~~~-~~~~-~~-----~-----------~-----------~­---"----------~-- ..-.---~~-----------------_._--~----- -------- ::::::::::.::: :
Grades :A+:A :A. :B+:B IB- :0+:0 :0- :Df :D :D-:F:No Grades·_~"_~ ~.__~~_~_~-__~ w ~ ._

;2 16 :3 :10:8 :4 :5 :1 lei :1 :0:0 :0: 2 =42

:=======================:====~===~======.=======::===~====••: BOYS
::::::::::::===:==;:====::=========:===:::::::=:=:===::=:=
: : : : :: ; -.: : : : :': ::
:2 :1 :5 : 5:S :5 :12 :12:5 :4 :8:0 :1: {I =77
:w~~""~~~~~._.N.__=~~_~~ __~~~__~ ~~~_:: __• "".~_~~.__....~ .~ ~~~~___ _. .._M_~ ~_~____ .~ .~.._._ _~

:
t MEDIAN GRADE.. ' ., ~ ,

~__. ~ ~ .~_~ . • ._.~R__. ~.N_~~~~~.~ _M MM~_-~_~ ._~_ft__~~_..~ .__..~ ~~_~ .."_-~N"~~.-.--
:. .

~~ !_~~.__••ii!!!_:_~! R __._~ ~.121!_!_2tw••~~._~"~ ~~_. ~_-.__.~~.._~~.._w ~~._""_.~.~ __..._._. ....~._~"~_~

In studying this table we find :t'6sults in the matter ot

oollege grades show simi·lar llontmst for boys and girls to what

was noted in the reoords dealing with persistenoein oollege.
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::::;:::::::: .

At: AI A.: Bt: B: B-: at: a: 0-: Dtl D: D-: F: No Record
: : : : : : : : : : t : :

::::::::: It::
: : 1 : 1 : 1: 2 : 5 :10; 211 4 : 5: : 1 ; 3
: : : : : t : : : : : : :

~_~_.~. ~__ M_••__•__~~."~_~~*W.~_~~. "_•• ~~~R__~~~~_~~_
~•••_. • M•• ~*__."_~~ •••_. • ._"~.__~~~_~

Table VII presents

TABLE VII.

College Grades of Athletio Rally Soholarship

Students at Louisiana State University.

Only one girl who remained in oollege for one year

or more made below a Q. average. while. thirty-nine or about

ninety-three peroent made C or better. Thirty-three girls.

or sevent y-nine . peroent. made B or bet tel'. Twenty-!ive per­

oent of the girls made reoords of A- or more.-
The boys' reoords in the University are in sharp oon­

trast with those of thegirl~. Of the seventy-seven boys

thirteen boys. or about seventeen peroent. made below a £

average. Fifty-five boys. or seventy-one peroent. made

averages of C- or better. Only eight boys of the seventy--
seven made reoords of A- or better.

In fairness to the boys it should be remembered that

a larse peroentage of them partioipated in athletio aotivities~

while the girls had only to pursue their routine studies.

Doubtless the boys who entered the University on athletio

soholarships oontributed greatly to the unfavorable showing

of boys in the matter of oollege grades.

further evidenoe on this point.
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It is to be noted that of the thirty-five holders of

athletic rally soho1arships that there were none who made

an A average. Twenty-savent or seventy-seven percent. made

an average grade of Q±. or less. Only fivet or one out of

seven. made an average of 1!.:. or better.

COURSES IN THE UNIVERSITY PURSUED BY· RALLY

SOHOLAIlSHIP STUDENTS

In the light of the last few paragraphs it should be

at interest to note the courses that these scholarship

students se1eoted at the University. Perhaps the reoords

made by the boys oan be attributed in part to the faot that

they selected more diffiou1t oourses than the girls.

Tahle VIII givas such information. This table in­

dioates a particular fondness of the ath1etio soholarship

boys for Agriculture and Arts and Soiences. Of the eighteen

athletic winners. seventy-two percent. who entered these

oourses prior to 1929. nine. or fifty percent. oomp1eted the

course; of the remaining seven stUdents. only one. an

e1eotrioa1 engineering stUdent. reoeived his degree.

Eight. or one-third; of the twenty-four academic

winners prior to 1929 entered Agriculture and Arts and

sciences. Of this number only two completed the oourse; of

the remaining two-thirdS, sixteen, who se1eoted other oourses

(Ohemi oal Engineering predomina ting) eleven. or nearly seventy

percent oomp1eted their oourses.



T1\.BLE VIII.

Distribution of Courses Pursued at Louisiana State University

By Rally Scholarship Students

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------~-----------------~------------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------~-------------------------------~-~--------------------------_._--------------------------~--------------- --------------------------------------------

·•·•
····:

TotaJ. Entering : Number Entering
: Prior to 1929
··
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·•

··

····

··

··

·•
••

:
: 3

: 1
:

: 2

:

··

··

··

··
·•

: 10

: 10
3
2

:
.: 2
: 1

2

3

9

1
1

8

2
1
1

1

:

·•··

·•
··
··

··

··
·•

··

:

Agriculture
Arts &
Sciences
Coaching
Commerce
ChemicaJ.
Engineering

Electrical
Engineering

Civi;!. Engineer-
ing

Journalism
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----~---------------------------------------------'----------------------------------------------------

BOYS"
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

:
··:

Total Entering : Number Entering
: Prior to 1929
··

: Number Completing
: Course
··

:
····

Number Not Com­
pleting Course

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course ···•

Acad.:
··

Ath. ····
Non-:
Ath. :

Acad. :
:

Ath. :
:

Non­
At:tj..

:
:

Acad. :
··

Ath. ··: Non...:
Ath.

:
·•

Acad. :
··

Atho :
:

Non­
Ath.

1
:
··:

······:
··:

··
:1

:
:

:
·•:

:
1····1

····
••··

PUre-~-Appllea--:------r----~-:-----:------:------:------:-------:------:------r-------:-----:--------

Science : 3: ': : 2: : : 1: : : 1: :
Forestry
No Record

----~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOTAL
·•
: 32

··: 35
···· 9

:
: 24

:
: 25

:
: 8

···· 13
··: 10

:
: 1

··: 11
:
··

:
15 : 7

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GIRLS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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··:
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2

6
4
5

:
:
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3 :
·•
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4
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2
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:
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3

1
1

llWTAL
:
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····
···· 9

:
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:

·•
:
: 7

:
: 15 ··

···· 3
:
·· 8

····
:
·· 4

-~----~----------------~----------------------------------------------------------------.---------------
---------------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Using the totals. we find that of the twenty-four

aoademic boys entering prior to 1929. thirteen, or slightly

over fifty peroent, oompleted their oourses. Of the athletio,

twenty-five entered prior to 1929; and ten, or forty peroent,

completed their oourses. In the extra-ourrioular group

only one of the eight who entered before 1929 received his

degree.

In the records of the girls, it is to be noted that

eleven of the twenty-three aoademic winners who were at the

University before 1929 selected the College of Arts and

Sciences. Of this number seven, approximately sixty-three

peroent. oompleted the oourse. The remaining twelve girls

were fairly evenly divided between four courses; and of this

number eight, or seventy-five peroent, completed the oourses

ohosen.

We need notoarry the study of this table further to

be convinced that the poor reoords of the boys when compared

to those of the girls cannot be excused on the basis of having

more diffioult oourses.

Table IX depiots very olearly the relation between

exoellenoe in the sUbjeot for rally scholarship award and

performance in the same subject in college.

Fifty-three rally soholarship students entering

LOUisiana state University pursued subjects whioh were simply

advanoed work in the subjeot for which they received their

soholarship award, or very intimately related to the stib~ect.



TABLE IX.

Grade Distribution of Rally Scholarship Students at Louisiana State University

in Regard to College Performance in Subject for ~~ch Awards Were Made
------------~--~-------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------
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Of these only one received a grade of less than C. Thirty-
of the fifty-three, or fifty-six and six-tenths percent,

made a grade of A, while only thirteen percent made less

than ~ in the subject for which the award was given.

These figures inolude both boys and girls receiving

high school' rally scholarships in either the academic or

extra-curricular groups.

Certainly this is a most satisfactory record and

when we consider that this group of fifty-three students

constitutes sixty-three peroent of the total number of

students, eighty-four, from these two divisions entering

Louisiana state University, we must oommend any plan which

tends to bring these young people to the University.

Before concluding this chapter, reference should be

made to one other aspect of these data. This has to do

With the matter of selecting courses at college in relation

to the basis of the scholarship awards. Table X sets forth

the facts relative to agreement of rally awards and oourses

pursued in oollege.

We note here that fifteen aoademic boys, or nearly

fifty percent, pursuedcourses'related to the award.

About one-fourth of the extra-ourricular group and only

about nine peroent of the athletic boys followed this

practioe.



----------------+---~----------------------------------------

13

There

••
I

I
I Girls

14

••

••
••

: Boys

7
••
••

:
: Girls

4:
•·

·•
: Boys

13
I

15 :

·•
••
••

: Boys: Girls

University by Rally Scholarship Students

29

TABLE X

Relation of Award to Courses Pursued at Louisiana state

Aoademic

Rally
Group

.--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------:Students who : Relationship No Relation-
: Pursued : Undetermined.; ship
:Courses in a : Short Tenure :
:Way Related : in College
Ito the Award : :

girls slightly improved over the boys in this group.

: I • I • :• •
l!lxtra- • I • • • •• • • • •
Ourriou- · • • : ' •· • • •
lar : 2 • 4 • 2 • 3 • 5 : 2• • • •
(non- • I • I• •
athletio) • • I • •• • • •

is no sound evidence here to mitigate either for or against

either group in the ~tter of oollege performance.

The aoademio girls rate slightly lower in this

respect than do the academi~ boys, but the extra-currioular

---.----~.-----~~--------~~-"--~--~--------------------.---.--------._--------~-------------------------------------~-----
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

From the study just presented with referenoe to

Louisiana high sohool rally soholarship students. we note

the following:

From 1912 to 1932, inc~usive, five hundred and

eighty-one soholarships were awarded by the University to

winners of rally events in academic. extra-ourrioular

(non-athletic). and athletio groups. There were one

hundred duplioate soholarships, leaving four hundred and

eighty-one individuals to win these scholarships. Of this

number. one hundred and nineteen individuals, seventy-seven

boys and forty-two girls. aotually entered the University.

The median age for boys entering the University was

nineteen years as oompared to seventeen years for girls.

The high median age for boys was found to be greatly influ­

enoed by the winners of athletic soholarships, almost

all 0 f whom were nineteen years of age or more.

Sixty percent of the total awards to individuals

went to urban stUdents, a like percentage for both boys

and girls. These two latter conditions were shown to be

influenced by the large number of awards won by the ·10061

high sohool, Baton Rouge, and the nearby oity sohool,

Warren Easton High Sohool. of New Orleans.

It was found that the girls entering Louisiana State

University showed a rar superior reoord to that of the boys

in the matter of persistence in college as well as in the
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matter of grades while in oollege. There again the

unfavorable showing made by winners of athletio scholarships

had a most pronounoed effeot in lowering the standing of the

boys when oompared to the oollege reoords for the girls.

Wi th referenoe to basis of soholarship awards as

related to the oourses pursued in oollege. we found that

nearly forty peroent of the girls in the aoademio group

pursued oourses related to basis of award; the boys showed

about forty-five peroent relationship. The other groups,

" , ,

both boys and girls, showed a very minor peroentage of re­

lationship between basis of award and oourses pursued in

oollege.

It was found, however; that a very marked relation- .

ship existed between the basis of award in the aoademio

and extra-ourrioular groups and the grades made in the same

or olosely related oourses in oollege. This was true for

both boys and girls. In eaoh oase grade averages were highly

satisfaotory, with only one stUdent out of a total of fifty­

three making less than a C grade.

The athletio group was of neoessity left out of this

observation beoause the University offers praotioally no

oourses whioh relate to the basis of athletio awards. This

faot greatly strengthens previous remarks oonoerning the

unfavorable bearing of winners of' athletio awards upon the

reoords of the boys' group as a whole who entered Louisiana

state Vniversity.
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At first glance the ratio eXisting betwee.n the

number of winners of rally scholarship awards and the

number who entered the University seems most unsatisfactory,

There are se~eral major faotors whioh influenoe this oon­

dition and should be borne in mind, if a fair evaluation

of the faots is to be made:

1. Many rally soholarship awards are made to under­

graduates, some of whioh never graduate from high sohool.

2. Even at the present time only about forty per­

oent of the Louisiana high sohool graduates, as a whole,

attend oollege.

3. Many winners of Louisiana rally soholarship

awards live in close proximity to some state or private

oollege.

4. Co-edueation at Louisiana state University is

of relatively reoent origin, dating back only to 1906. For

a number of years after this many parents disapproved of the

plan and consequently sent their daughters to other institu­

tions.

Perhaps some future study Will find it possible to

follow the .careers ot the winners of Louisiana rally scholar­

ships awarded by the University. Such information would

prove mos t interesting and valuable.

The basis ot award of rally scholarships in their

relation to college performanoe of the winners in similar

lines of work and the oollege reoords of the aoademio group



(both sexes) when oontrasted with the college records of the

athletio group seem to warrant certain suggestions:

The unusually fine oollege reoords of both boys and

girls in subjects ~losely related to the basis of the rally

scholarship award constitutes a particularlY pleasing result

of this study. This would seem to justify the University

in increasing the number of awards to winners of academic

rally contests.

The poor' showing made by winners of athletic

scholarship awards would seem to make further study of this

condition profitable.
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TABLE XI.

Annual Distribution of Rally Scholarship Awards, 1912-1932
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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:
:

··

:

··
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:
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··
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i 1
: 6

··

Baton Rouge
Warren Easton
Bolton(A lexandria)
Monroe
Shreveport
Houma
Hammond ,
Jesuit (New Orleans)
DeRidder
Eunice
Leesville
Lake Charles
Marksville
Merriville
Gretna
Winnfield
Morgan City
Istrouma
Covington
Baker
Mansfield
Lafayette
Abbeville
Bastrop
Natchitoches
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School :'12:'13: 114:'15:'16:'17:'20:'21:'22:'24:'25:'26:'28:'29:'30: 1 31:'32: T
====================================~===================================================================
Franklinton
Grand Cane
Reserve
Homer
Alcee Fortier (New

Orleans)
Crowley
New Iberia
Ruston

Oakdale
St. Joseph's Aeademy

(Baton Rouge)
Jospph Kahn (New

(Orleans
Lecompte
Carencro
DeQuincy
Welsh
Dutchtown
Pitkin
Bogalusa
Donaldsonvill,e
Edgard
Port Allen
Amite
Athens
Scott
Baywood
Pollock
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:
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:'12:113:114:'15:t16:tl~:'20:t2l:'22:124:125:'26:128:t29:'30:'31:'32:T

School : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
----------------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mt. Herman
Providence Academy

(Alexandria)
Brusly
Bossier
Hope Villa
Dodson
Arcadia
Stonewall
Chesbrough
Oak Grove
Arcadia
Dayline
St. Francisville
Thibodaux
Jackson
Elizabeth
Sicily Island
Lillie
Scott
Bell City
Bienville
Plaquemine
Plain Dealing
Crowville
St. Aloysius (New

~rleans)
Allen (New Orleans)
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·•Holy Cross
Orleans)

Rayne
Kaplan
Patterson
Summerfield
Minden.
Castor
Franklin
Breaux Bridge
St; Martinville
Rose Pine
Sulphur
Jennings
Haynesville
Reeves
St. Gabriel
Harrisonburg
Jonesboro
Zachary
Sulphur

Rura1-­
Urban--

Boys
121
174
Schools

Girls
71

115
Entered

Total
Total
97

rural;
urban:

192
289

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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BIOGRAPHY

Allan A., Sibley was born at Hope Villa, Asoension

Parish, Louisiana, November 10, 1896. He attended the

publio sohools of his oommunity until graduation from the

Oak Grove High Sohool in May, 1913. He entered the

Louisiana state University in the fall of 1913 and, exoept

'for one semester, oontinued untia graduation at the close

or the first semester, 1918.

In September, 1917, he began his teaching career

in the oity sohools of Lake Charles, Louisiana. The follow­

ing session he acoepted the prinoipalship of the Denham

Springs High Sehocl. The two years following this, he was

prinoipal of Poydras Aoademy at New Roads, Louisiana, and

the Provencal High Sohool, Provencal, Louisiana, respeotively.

In 1921-22, he became prinoipal of the Eunice High

sebco1, whioh position he held unti1'September, 1931, when

he aooepted a position in the General Extension Division of

Louisiana state University, whioh position he now holds.

Re was married to Miss Elizabeth Cooke of Opelousas,

Louisiana, June 6, 1917. They have five sons who, with the

exoeption of the youngest, now attend the pUblic schools of

Baton Rouge, Louisiana.


